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SU“I{‘IARY. FRESIDENT THIEU TOLD DINNER GUESTS ON ll NOVEMBER
1968 HE HAD BEEN SURPRISED BY THE PRESSURE EXERTED ‘ON HIM BY -
Tl-”" UsSe DURING THE PRE- BO“’IB;NG HALT DISCUSSIONS. HE TERMED

.’u .- “ —-\ PRENOR

THE U.S. ACTION A BETRAYAL" AND SAID VICE PRESIDENT KY "ULLY

' SUPPORTED HIS POLICY ON THE PEACE TALKS ISSUE, ;NCLUDING HIS -
TWO-DELEGATION PRGPOSAL. HE, IND;CATED Hr. M IGHT RESHUFFLE HIS

S o WA

\

b A A

CABINET IN AN EFFORT TO PLEASE THE NEW U. S. ADMINISTRATION. o | .

AT ANOTHER DINNER PARTY ON 12 NOVEMBER, THIEU REITERATED HIS

(R L k)

D'ETERMINATION NEVER .10 TALK WITH NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT -~

(NFLSV) REPRESENTAT IVES OUTSIDE OF SAIGON. THE ONLY FORMULA
FOR THE PARIS TALKS HE VILL ACCEPT IS ONE WHICH REQUIRES THE
NFLSV REPRESENTATIVES TO BE A PART OF THE HANOI DELEGATION. - - l‘%k-

DA -’u P T e

THIEU THINKS. PRLSIDENT ELECT N IXON WILL LET PRESIDENT JOHNSON R
TRY 1'0 SOLVE. THE TALKS IMPASSE SINCE A SOLUTION BY JOHNSON
WOULD MAKE NLXON S JOB AFI"R INAUGURATION EASIER. '

.

.o “ Blw wo. . @

zm: sumaRY., - oL e ey
1. (FIELD COMMENT: OTHER INFORMATION"q;"'-_-_-_'INDICATES THAT BY

15 NOVEMBER PRESIDENT THIEU HAD RECOGN IZED THE NEED FOR AN ,f

ACCOMMODATION WITH THE U.S. AND FOR THE REVERSAL OF THE HARD'?T:fZT

,LINE ON THE PARIS PEACE TALKS THAT HE TOOK 1IN HIS 2 Novzmazngf
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; SPEECH 10 THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, THIS REPORT IS THEREFORE AL?EADY

1"

~ OUTDATED AS AN INDICATION OF THE PRESIDENT'S PO‘ICY OF THE PARIS
" TALKS, IT DOES SERVE TO SHOV, HOWEVER, THE STRENCTH OF nusu's T

1 T

RESENTMEN’ OVER AMERICAN POLIPY AND SEVERAL OF THL NLSCON~ "

,.;,;-v_,n." SN SN AN LN K W st O i, P 0

i CEPTIONS ON WHICK KIS OWN STAND WAS BASED. IT ALSO SHOWS THAT,
"”As LATE AS 11 NOVEMBER, THIEY VAS STILL ENJGYING PLAYING THE
POPULAR ROLE OF DEFENDER: OF VIETNHMVSL NAT 10NAL INTERESTS,)
3,. 2. DURING THE COURSE OF A DINNER ON 11 NCVEMBER 1568,
AT WHICH KE PRLSIDED AS A RELAXED AND GENIAL HOST AND, SELF-
Assuasn STRONG MAN, PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU SPOXE CRITICALLY
».gor THE UNPRECEDENTED PRESJURE TO WHICH- THE Us'Se Govcawuzvr HAD nied

IMSUBJECTEDHIM DmﬂNGTHE PRL BOMEB LNG HALT DISCUSSIO“So ACCORD JG

“""‘". sy .4.- % "«»-’.—4’:&%“{ e L

TO THIEU, THE AMERICANS HAD CITED THE SIZE OF THE UeSo A
ﬁCQMMI;MENI IN BLOOD AND MONEY AS JUSIIPICATION rOR INSISTING

g
g, &

e

_THAT U.S. INTERESTS PREVAIL AND HAD CITED THE PRESENCE IN SOUTH

et

e AT Tt A AT s L, . e

VIETNAM (SUN) OF A HALF MILLION U,S. TROCPS. THIEU SAID HE HAD
';HAD TO REMIND; THE AMERICANS THAT THE GOVERNHENT OF VI ETNAM (GVN)

s e

s
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CONTRIBUTIOM TO THE WAR WAS IN FACT, uARGER THA! THE UeSo

L. -

'CGMNITMENT, - - R
.3, THEIU CHARACTERIZED THE U.S. GOVERNMENT.ACTION AS A™
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'.;E,"B"-'TRAVAL" COMPARABLE To THE U. Se ABANDONE\‘ENT OF CHIANG KA I-SHEKX

AS A RESULT OF THE YALTA, TEHERAN AND CASABLANCA CONFERENCES.

l
'

" - HE CGMPLAINED THAT THE AMERICANS HAD SENT THE AUSTRALIAN AND KOREAN

..

- wn-

f‘. AMBASSADORS TO BADGER HIM INTO ACL"PII\G THE UsSe POINT OF VIEW. _' '

|

% THIEU OBSERVED THAT VICE PRESIDENT WGUYEN CAO KY, WHO WAS NOT
ff'PREssur, WAS FULLY IN ACCORD: WITH HIS POLICY ON THE PARIS TALKS -

'ﬁ QUESTICN, INCLUDING HIS RECENTLY ERGY NCIATED "OUR 'SIDE-YOUR SIDE" "
EﬁinRmuLA. . —— e
© ol

o

54 t1E\JTION ING SPECIF ICALLY THE POSTS OF PRIME MI'\l;STER AND

e _FOREIGN MINISTER.

,l, "5, THE‘?E WAS SO"lE CONFID“‘NTTAL TALK ANONG TH:. PRESIDENT'S
A

l'u‘| (1]

.4 GUESTS ABOUT ORGAN IZING CATHOLICS TO SUPPORT THE PRESIDENT"
o1

3 THROUGH DEMONSTRATIONS WHEN THE TIMZ CCHES.™ THIEU ‘(I”lSr_LF

| N
1

\
-t

REFERRED, ONCE T0 HIS K\lOWLEDC oF ANERICAN PLM:NED DEMONSTRATIONS

o n eVl

i FOR PEACE BY THE AN QUANG BUDDH’ST FACTION.
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DAY, WHICH SONE 46 PROMINENT CATHOLICS, INCLUDING wIVES, HAD. .
;"‘) BEEN INVITED T0 CELEBRATE. THOSE PRESENT nmuoso _ SAIGON |

|, aRcHBISHOP NGUYEW VAN BINH, INTERIOR MINISTER TRAN THIEN KHIEM 1
] AND DEFENSE. MINISTER NGUYEN VAN VY. ' A ' :f :1' - ek
”;ﬁ, T ON 12 NOVEMBER, THEIU HOSTED ANOTHER DINNER PARTY, THIS
?B.EONE FOR SOME 20 MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND LOUER HOUSE, SUPREME

! COURT AND INSPECTORATE. ASKED BY A DEPUTY TO: EXPLAIN HIS .- )
“TWO-DELEGATION"FORMULA, THIEU SAID HIS. IDEA UAS THAT ALL |

i POLITICAL DISCUSSION IN PARIS SHOULD TAKE PLAQ?}BETWEEN THE GVN

-

._\

A

AND HANOT REPRESENTATIVES, ALTHOUCH THE GVN WOULD DEFER TO THE '
u.s. ON SUCH MATTERS AS DISPOSITION OF MILITAR¥ BASES AND ISOOPS.,
Is" g I RESPONSE TO. ANOTHER QUESTION Fnom THE SAME ‘DEPUTY,; - R

THIEU SAID HE WAS FIRW IN HIS DETERWIVAIION TO TALK 05 -
WITH HANOI, HE WILL NEVER TALK DIRECTLY WITH THE NATIONAL ,f:‘
LIBERATIOV FQONI (NFLSV) OUTSIDE OF SVN, TdIEU SAID, ALTHOUCH

It\..-s

Ll

HE CONTINUES 10 HOLD OPEN . THE POSSIBILITY O_"IRSCI TALKS WIIh L
L NFLSY SPOKESHEN pd SAIGON. THE OFFER OF SAFc PASSAGE TO AND fg'

5 " FROM SUCH TALKS STILL STANDS. ‘THIEY SAID HE! HAS A PARTICULAR AN

r

".

f OBLIGATION TO OLDER PEOPLE TO KEEP UP. THVIR CONFID;NC° HV WTLl ‘
f' NEVER RECOGN IZE THE NFLSV. TALKING UITH NFLSV REPRaSE“TAIIVES 'ﬁ;
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'OUTSIDE OF SAIGON WOULD AMOUNT. TO SUCH RECOGNITION. HE o '
EMPHASIZED HE WOULD WELCOME AS WITNESSES TO GUN/HANOT .TALKS
'fALL COUNTRIES BELONGING TO THE UNITED NATIONS BUT WOQLD. REMAIN. .

" FIRM ON WIS STAND THAT THE ONLY FORMULA ACCEPTABLE TO HIM Is

ONE WHICH REQUIRED THE NFLSV REPRESENIATIVES TO0 BE PART OF THE:
HANGT DELEGATION IN PARIS. - T

S. THIEU SAID THAT. THERE- HAD BEEN NO REACTION FROM

f WASHINGT ON 10 HIS TV -DELEGAIION PROPOSAL SINCE THE RECENI |
QEMEEIING BETWEEN PRESIDENT JOHNSON AND PRESIDENT-ELECI NIXON. 5
K HE EXPECTS NIXON T0 LET JOHNSON TRY TO SOLVE THE TALKS CRISIS
j,AND TO GO AS FAR AS POSSDBLE TOWARD REACHING A SETTLEMENT. ?, o
' THIS WOULD MAKE - NIXON S OWN JOB EASIER AFTER INAUGURATION .f:.i;

AND WOULD LEAVE FOR THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION THE OBVIOUS

- MEASURES TO BE TAKEN T0 DISENGAGE IHE U.S. FROM SVN THUS

.:fALLOWING NIXOV TO BE THE "HERO" WHO DE AMERICANIZLD THE WAR.
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104 FIELD DISSEM: STATE (AMBASSADOR [BUNKER, ‘DEPUTY " ; i' "{”

_“AMBASSADOR BERGER, POLITICAL COUNSELOR) USMACV (GENERAL ABRAMS,

MR, ’ MAJOR GENERAL DAVIDSON) 7TH AIR FORCE (GENERAL BROWN) ( ALSO
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